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Part 1: News Analysis 
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The European Union signed an agreement on energy cooperation with Turkmenistan this week, part of an 
overall EU strategy to reduce its energy dependence on Russia and deal directly with her Central Asian 
suppliers. In so doing, and in earlier extracting a promise from Turkmen President Gurbanguly 
Berdymukhamedov to set aside 10 billion cubic meters of gas for the EU in 2009, the bloc muted its concerns 
about human rights and the lack of authentic reform in Turkmenistan. While optimists might point to the steps 
taken this week to restructure and simplify the Turkmen legislative branch as a good sign, most observers 
doubted the changes would lead to greater democracy. 
 
In addition to a photo opportunity, this week's inauguration of a new gas compression facility provided a 
chance to examine how various media outlets covered the apparently straightforward event. Western and 
Turkmen wire services reported a ceremony presided over by the Turkmen leader and EU Energy 
Commissioner Andris Piebalgs, who laid the foundation stone of a gas compression station that would 
ostensibly ease fuel delivery to Europe. Yet Interfax headlined the same event as a move to "boost gas 
supplies to Russia." It also quoted the Turkmen leader as saying that a UK audit firm would be certifying 
Turkmenistan’s reserves, thereby quelling skepticism about the country's ability to serve its competing 
customers. In a nod to all of Turkmenistan's suitors, President Berdymukhamedov characterized the 130-
million euro compressors as the products of European and American technology, aimed at helping boost 
Turkmen export capacity in general as part of an agreement between three Central Asian states and Russia. 
 
While courting the EU, the Turkmen leader has not refrained from frank criticism of European companies 
operating in Turkmenistan. Once again this week, President Berdymukhamedov called the managers of 
Bouygues on the carpet. The French firm has long enjoyed a special relationship with Turkmenistan, 
providing many of the ostentatious government palaces for which the past Niyazov regime was known. The 
president said the firm had to work harder to meet deadlines for an international airport and a five-star hotel 
without shirking quality control. 
 
Mindful of Russia’s role as Turkmenistan’s leading trade partner and of the substantial Russian minority in his 
country, President Berdymukhamedov met with Russia’s Federal Customs chief this week, and also received 
Metropolitan Kirill of the Russian Orthodox Church. 
 
The U.S. also weighed in this week, dispatching Assistant Secretary of State for South and Central Asian 
Affairs Richard A. Boucher on his second trip to Turkmenistan since Berdymukhamedov's inauguration. Like 
the EU, the Assistant Secretary focused on Turkmenistan's progress in economic and energy cooperation 
and its support for operations in Afghanistan, listing "the development of a healthy political system and 
human rights" as an area for further cooperation rather than a subject of condemnation. Boucher visited a 
mosque in Annau that had received a U.S. Embassy grant for cultural preservation.  
 
At the meeting of a constitutional reform commission last week, President Berdymukhamedov announced 
amendments that are expected to increase his term from five to seven years, reduce the 2,500-member Halk 
Maslahaty  to an advisory body and turn the smaller legislative body – the Mejlis – into a more standard 
parliament. While a great show was made of public consultation in drafting the proposed measures, 
observers noted that continued state restraints on the media, independent political parties, and non-
governmental groups sapped the process of any democratic content. 
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1.     INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
 
a.  EU, Turkmenistan Sign Agreement on Energy Cooperation 
 
Original title:  EU, Turkmenistan Sign Agreement on Energy Cooperation, Development 
Source: Associated Press/05/27/08. Synopsis by OSI Turkmenistan Project 
Full version: http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2008/05/27/business/AS-FIN-Turkmenistan-EU-Energy.php 
 
Synopsis:  Turkmenistan and the European Union signed a non-binding agreement on May 27 to cooperate 
in developing the Central Asian nation's hydrocarbon resources, the AP reported. President Gurbanguly 
Berdymukhamedov said ties with Europe were a foreign policy priority for Turkmenistan, and that 
Turkmenistan had made major investments to speed up exploration and exploitation of gas and oil fields. 
 
The EU pursued the agreement with Turkmenistan in order to reduce dependence on Russia for energy 
supplies. Most of the natural gas extracted by Turkmenistan, which amounted to 73 billion cubic meters (bcm) 
in 2007, goes to Russia, although a pipeline to China now under construction is expected to deliver 30 bcm 
annually. In talks last month, Turkmenistan committed to providing 10 bcm to Europe in 2009. Many analysts 
doubt Europe can access Central Asian gas without Russian involvement, according to the AP. Russia has 
recently made a number of deals with states in southern Europe to build a US $15 billion pipeline; the 
Russian project throws into doubt an EU-backed plan to create an alternative gas route from Central Asia that 
would skirt Russia.  
 
 
b.  EU Delegation Meets With President Berdymukhamedov 
 
Original title:  President of Turkmenistan Receives the EU Delegation 
Source:   Official Turkmen government website/Turkmen State News Agency/05/27/08.  Excerpt by OSI Turkmenistan Project 
Full version:  http://www.turkmenistan.gov.tm/_en/?idr=1&id=080527f 
 
Excerpt:  The ceremony of signing the Memorandum of Understanding on Energy Cooperation between 
Turkmenistan and the European Union was held at the Presidential Palace in Ashgabat. A high-ranking EU 
delegation led by  EU Energy Commissioner Andris Piebalgs arrived in the Turkmen capital for this occasion. 
Turkmenistan was represented at the ceremony by cabinet ministers and high-raking Mejlis [parliament] 
officials. In his speech greeting the Europeans, President Gurbanguly Berdymukhamedov noted that 
Turkmenistan highly appreciated relations with the European Union and regarded the current visit of the high-
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ranking delegation as a token of the profound respect of the international community, above all, the European 
Union. The Turkmen leader emphasized that development of mutually advantageous cooperation with the EU 
member states was a priority for neutral Turkmenistan’s foreign policy doctrine based on equal partnership, 
mutual respect and benefit. 
 
[Passages omitted:  on history of cooperation since 1992 through EU programs to promote research and 
professional development as well as cooperation in energy, transportation, environmental protection, and 
prevention of illegal narcotics trade; on the need for increased cooperation.] 
 
Thanking the Turkmen leader for the heartfelt welcome, EU Energy Commissioner Andris Piebalgs noted that 
he was very glad to visit Turkmenistan again, as Turkmenistan had achieved remarkable results on the path 
of fundamental reforms and had won great international prestige. The Energy Commissioner said that the 
European Union considered Turkmenistan an important strategic partner and noted with satisfaction the 
increased dynamics of trade and economic relations and mutually advantageous cooperation wholly based 
on a solid legal framework. Piebalgs emphasized that priorities in a long-term partnership were dictated by 
current complementary opportunities as well as past experience of collaboration, and noted successful 
humanitarian cooperation, particularly in education and science within the framework of the EU TACIS and 
TEMPUS programs. 
 
Piebalgs stressed the importance of increasing energy cooperation, noting Turkmenistan’s enormous 
economic and resource potential and its role in strengthening global energy security. The EU Energy 
Commissioner congratulated President Berdymukhamedov on his successful visit to the Republic of 
Azerbaijan emphasizing that this step had been made due to Turkmenistan’s transparent and constructive 
position. Piebalgs noted that the top level agreements achieved in Baku will promote the further deepening of  
relations among neighboring countries as well as profoundly contribute to maintaining peace and stability in 
the region. 
 
[Passage omitted:  on appreciation of current level of dialogue and need to balance high-level political 
cooperation with economic collaboration.] 
 
Noting with satisfaction the enhancement of Turkmenistan-EU relations, Amb. Pierre Morel, EU special 
representative for Central Asia, emphasized that agreements reached during talks with President 
Berdymukhamedov at EU Headquarters in Brussels had offered a powerful incentive to develop partnership. 
Amb. Morel said that more than anyone, he was able to appreciate the sweeping changes that had taken 
place in Turkmenistan in recent years since he was the first French ambassador accredited to Turkmenistan. 
Considering that on July 1, 2008 France will assume the EU presidency, Amb. Morel expressed the belief 
that the relations that had successfully developed between Turkmenistan and France would cement the 
cooperation of particular interest to European countries. 
 
[Passages omitted:  on remarks of Slovenian Amb. Daria Bavdaz-Kuret on a new stage of EU-Turkmenistan 
cooperation; on President Berdymukhamedov's invitation to the EU delegation to visit the Dovletabat gas 
field.] 
 
The Turkmen leader said that Turkmenistan was currently investing heavily in large-scale energy projects 
guaranteeing Turkmenistan’s adherence to its obligations to partners. Affirming Turkmenistan’s interest in 
attracting the best international expertise and advanced technologies, President Berdymukhamedov noted 
with satisfaction that a number of the well-known European companies collaborated with Turkmenistan in 
these important projects. 
 
[Passages omitted: on signing of the memorandum of understanding; on presence of French ambassador at 
the meeting.] 
 
 
c.  EU Delegation and Turkmen President Open Dovletabat Gas Compressor Station 
 
Original title:  Gurbanguly Berdymukhamedov and Andris Piebalgs Open Gas Compressor Station in Dovletabat Field. Synopsis by OSI 
Turkmenistan Project 
Source:  turkmenistan.ru/05/27/08/Turkmen State News Agency (TDH)/05/26/08 
Full version:  http://www.turkmenistan.ru/?page_id=3&lang_id=en&elem_id=12874&type=event&sort=date_desc 
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Synopsis:  President Berdymukhamedov and EU Energy Commissioner Andris Piebalgs laid the foundation 
stone of the Dovletabat-2 gas compressor station and marked the opening of its sister station, Dovletabat-3, 
on May 26, turkmenistan.ru reported, citing the Turkmen State News Agency (TDH). Amb. Pierre Morel, EU 
special representative for Central Asia, also took part in the ceremony. 
 
At a speech during the ceremony, President Berdymukhamedov explained that the new compressor stations 
were implementing a quadrilateral agreement among Russia, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, and Uzbekistan to 
increase the capacity of the Central Asia-Center-4 trunk gas pipeline. Dovletabat-2 is to start operation in two 
years and will have an annual capacity of 20 bcm. The 130-million euro complex will be built by the Belgian 
company ENEX and incorporate technology from Dresser Rand, General Electric, PALL, Honeywell, 
Emerson Process Management, and Schneider Electric. The new station will make it possible to increase gas 
exports by a further 4 bcm per year while creating local jobs. Dovletabat-3 is expected to boost productivity 
up to 10 million cubic meters a day. 
 
 
d.  Turkmenistan to Boost Gas Supplies to Russia 
 
Original title:  Turkmenistan to Substantially Boost Gas Supplies to Russia  
Source:  Interfax/05/27/08.  Synopsis by OSI Turkmenistan Project 
Full version:  http://www.interfax.com/3/397289/news.aspx 
 
Synopsis:  President  Berdymukhamedov visited Dovletabat, the largest gas field in Turkmenistan, to attend a 
groundbreaking ceremony for the Dovletabat-2 gas compressor station and the commissioning of its sister 
facility, Dovletabat-3, Interfax reported. Speaking at the event, the president said the new compressors would 
substantially increase gas supplies to both Russia and the rest of Europe, thus enhancing energy security for 
Turkmenistan's customers. 
 
"This region, which is a testament of Turkmenistan 's enormous economic potential and its status as an 
energy power, is what will help us increase the production of natural gas," Interfax quoted Berdymukhamedov 
as saying. He said international experts estimated Turkmenistan's gas reserves at more than 24.6 trillion 
cubic meters. 
 
"In order to calm skeptics who question these figures, we have invited the UK audit firm Gaffney, Cline & 
Associates Ltd to assess the resources in these deposits, and they will soon perform a certification procedure 
for hydrocarbon resources in the southeastern region in line with the international standard classification for 
natural resources," the president said. 
 
 
e.  US Assistant Secretary of State Boucher Meets with Turkmen President 
 
Original title:  Assistant Secretary of State Richard A. Boucher Reviews Growing Bilateral Relationship During Visit to Turkmenistan  
Source:  U.S. Embassy-Ashgabat/05/28/08. Excerpt by OSI Turkmenistan Project 
Full version:  http://turkmenistan.usembassy.gov/pr20080528.html 
 
Excerpt:  Assistant Secretary of State for South and Central Asian Affairs Richard A. Boucher visited 
Turkmenistan May 28-30 to meet President Berdymukhamedov and to hold talks with other government 
officials. Assistant Secretary Boucher’s visit focused on a full review of the new U.S.-Turkmenistan 
relationship, with a view to expand that growing relationship. Cooperation in the area of education is a special 
interest of both countries. 
 
Following his meeting with the president, Boucher noted: “I am pleased to be back in Turkmenistan and to 
have an opportunity to meet with President Berdymukhamedov again.  We had a very positive meeting on a 
wide range of issues.  As Turkmenistan has opened up, our relations have seen steady progress over the 
past year and we look forward to continuing our cooperation, particularly in supporting Afghanistan, in 
education, in energy, in economic reform and in the development of a healthy political system and human 
rights.” 
 
Boucher’s schedule also included a session with students at Turkmen State University and a visit to the Seit 
Jemmalatdin Mosque in Annau, which was awarded a U.S. Embassy grant for cultural preservation in 2001.   
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[Passage omitted: on Assistant Secretary Boucher's background and last trip in February 2007 to attend the 
president's inauguration.] 
 
 
f.  Turkmen President Receives Metropolitan of Smolensk and Kaliningrad 
 
Source: turkmenistan.ru/05/28/08.  Synopsis by OSI Turkmenistan Project 
Full version: http://www.turkmenistan.ru/?page_id=3&lang_id=en&elem_id=12879&type=event&sort=date_desc 
 
Synopsis:  President Berdymukhamedov received Metropolitan Kirill, chairman of the Department for External 
Ecclesiastical Affairs of the Moscow Patriarchate and metropolitan of Smolensk and Kaliningrad, the Turkmen 
State News Agency (TDH) reported. 
 
“Tolerance and respect for other religions are the main traits of the national character of the Turkmen people, 
who highly rate the universal virtues and postulates”, the president said. “The people of Turkmenistan cherish 
the interethnic and religious harmony reigning in the country. They consider it as one of the most important 
conditions of maintaining peace and stability and a basis for further strengthening of mutual understanding 
among nations.” 
 
Metropolitan Kirill expressed the Russian Orthodox Church leadership's gratitude for Turkmenistan's tolerant 
attitude toward the church and its parishes. 
 
“I have seen many spiritual faces on which I was able to discern the atmosphere of peace and confidence in 
the future that the citizens of your country live in,” the Metropolitan was quoted as saying, following a service 
at an Orthodox Church in Ashgabat. 
 
 
g.  Metropolitan Kirill Discusses ROC Autonomous Diocese in Turkmenistan with 
Turkmen Leader 
 
Original title:   Metropolitan Kirill Visits Turkmenistan 
Source:  Turkmen Initiative for Human Rights (TIHR). Reprinted with permission from TIHR.  
Full version: http://www.chrono-tm.org/?0256044142000000000000011000000 
 
Metropolitan Kirill of Smolensk and Kaliningrad, a member of the Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox 
Church, paid a two-day visit to Turkmenistan. The purpose of the visit was to set up an autonomous diocese 
on the territory of Turkmenistan. 
 
Previously, all parishes in Turkmenistan were under the jurisdiction of the Diocese of Ashgabat and Central 
Asia, headed by Metropolitan of Tashkent Vladimir. Following the Synod’s decision, beginning in early 2008, 
Turkmen churches were separated from the Central Asian diocese. There has been a long-felt need to set up 
a self-sustaining diocese under the Russian Orthodox Church in Turkmenistan. On May 27, Metropolitan Kirill 
met with President Berdymukhamedov. The main topic of their discussion was the operation of Russian 
Church parishes on the territory of Turkmenistan. There are 12 Russian churches, one in each major city of 
Turkmenistan. 
 
“The president of Turkmenistan is committed to establishing an autonomous diocese of the Russian Orthodox 
Church on the territory of the independent and neutral state,” - highlighted Metropolitan Kirill. 
 
Archbishop Kirill has also noted that the Turkmen president demonstrates tolerance and respect towards 
Russian churches in Turkmenistan. The parishes and the church services contribute to a peaceful co-
existence among people of various ethnicities and religious affiliations. 
 
“If the Russian Orthodox Church on its part is prepared to set up another autonomous diocese, then the final 
decision is to be made by the head of the state. Metropolitan Kirill’s visit is just the first step and as soon as 
the agreement is reached, the organizational arrangements on launching the diocese will be scheduled,” a 
priest was quoted as saying. 
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A meeting with Metropolitan Kirill and priests in Turkmenistan took place to discuss support for the churches, 
which are financed only by parishioner donations and sale of candles, spiritual literature and church items. 
 
Metropolitan Kirill conducted prayer services at all three Ashgabat churches – the Cathedral Church of 
Resurrection, the Nikolsky Church and the Church of Alexander Nevsky. The prayer services were attended 
by numerous parishioners – not only by the Ashgabat congregation but also by the Orthodox believers from 
all velayats [regions] and towns. 
 
 
h.  ECO Law Enforcement Agencies Sign Declaration in Ashgabat 
 
Source: turkmenistan.ru/05/28/08.  Synopsis by OSI Turkmenistan Project 
Full version: http://www.turkmenistan.ru/?page_id=3&lang_id=en&elem_id=12881&type=event&sort=date_desc 
 
Synopsis:  A conference of Interior Ministers from the 10 Asian and Central Asian members of the Economic 
Cooperation Organization (ECO) concluded in Ashgabat with the signing of a joint statement on fighting 
terrorism, drug trafficking and illegal migration, turkmenistan.ru reported. The statement noted that organized 
crime threatened economic progress and development, and that a joint strategy was needed to combat 
unlawful activity and coordinate with multilateral institutions. The conference participants plan to appeal to the 
UN for increased funding and technical assistance in order to more effectively counteract drug cultivation and 
trafficking. 
 
 
 
2.    DOMESTIC DEVELOPMENTS 
 
a.  Turkmen President to Amend Constitution to Extend Term, Abolish People's 
Council 
 
Original title:  Turkmenistan:  President Orders Major Changes to Constitution 
Source: Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty/05/27/08. Copyright (c) 2008. RFE/RL, Inc. Reprinted with the permission of Radio Free 
Europe/Radio Liberty, 1201 Connecticut Ave., N.W. Washington DC 20036.  Excerpt by OSI Turkmenistan Project 
Full version:  http://www.rferl.org/featuresarticle/2008/05/8187c17a-1de7-4186-96ad-6d59579b9e5a.html 
 
Excerpt:  Turkmenistan is planning rare amendments to its constitution that signal the leadership's desire to 
present at least a veneer of change in Central Asia's most isolated country. A constitutional commission will 
draft the changes at the request of the State Commission for Constitutional Reforms, which is headed by 
President Gurbanguly Berdymukhamedov. Expected amendments include lengthening the presidential term 
and otherwise enhancing the already-powerful presidency, as well as scrapping a rubberstamp super-
legislature known as the Halk Maslahaty (People's Council) in favor of a more transparent but long-
marginalized parliament, the Mejlis. The overhaul could make Turkmenistan's political landscape less 
inscrutable for the country's 5 million residents and foreigners alike, but most observers are likely to withhold 
judgment until the particulars are in place. 
 
[Passages omitted:  on the election of Berdymukhamedov following the death of strongman Saparmurat 
Niyazov; on the creation of the State Commission for Constitutional Reforms and the recent session chaired 
by the president to hear public concerns; on a proposal by Akja Nurberdieva, speaker of the Mejlis, to 
delegate the powers of the Halk Maslahaty, currently consisting of 2,500 representatives, to the president and 
parliament of Turkmenistan.] 
 
All of the members [of the Halk Maslahaty] except the parliamentary deputies are appointed rather than 
elected. Members come from disparate groups across Turkmenistan – business and government officials, 
workers and farmers, heads of social organizations, ethnic groups, and village elders. On its surface, the 
effort to devolve powers of the unwieldy Halk Maslahaty to the more manageable Mejlis looks like an effort to 
simplify proceedings. 
 
[Passage omitted:  on the infrequency of Halk Maslahaty sessions, which are held once a year, and on its 
unwieldy size; on Niyazov's transferral of powers of the Mejlis to the Halk Maslahaty in August 2002 after the 
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alleged assassination attempt, which made him regard the Mejlis with suspicion because it had the power to 
confirm a new president if the incumbent died or was incapacitated.] 
 
With virtually all political power in Turkmenistan held by the president, the role of the legislature is largely 
confined to formal approval of the president's proposed laws. The Halk Maslahaty demonstrated its loyalty to 
the president when it decided to make Niyazov the head of state for life (and presented him with a white robe 
and a palm staff, the symbols of the Prophet Muhammad) in December 1999. The Halk Maslahaty 
consistently opposed Niyazov's dubious "suggestions" over the years to hold new presidential elections, 
however.  
 
[Passage omitted:  on 2002 proposal of Halk Maslahaty to rename the days of the week after the president’s 
titles and relatives.] 
 
[Passages omitted:  on proposal by Nurberdieva to abolish the Halk Maslahaty and reorganize it into an 
"Elders Council of Turkmenistan"; on proposal by Baba Zahyrov, head of the State and Law Institute, to  
devolve the Halk Maslahaty's powers to the president; on proposal by Shirin Akhmedov, head of the Turkmen 
Presidential National Institute of Democracy and Human Rights to increase number of deputies in the Mejlis 
to 125; on Berdymukhamedov's election to a five-year term in February 2007; on the suggestion to follow 
example of other Central Asian states and increase presidential term to seven years, in order to give the 
president time to implement long-term programs; on Niyazov's authoritarian rule.] 
 
It is tempting to view an extension of the presidential term as a step backward. But in fact, Turkmenistan has 
had just two presidential elections since independence in 1991. Berdymukhamedov's election 16 months ago 
to a five-year term represented the country's first presidential balloting since 1992. Western officials, analysts, 
and activists have argued in the past that virtually any talk of elections in Turkmenistan should be taken as a 
positive sign. The Turkmen National Institute of Democracy and Human Rights' Akhmedova said many 
sources are being considered in the constitutional committee's drafting of the new document. 
 
[Passage omitted:  on consultation of UN conventions, OSCE documents, and the experience of the CIS and 
other states in amending Turkmenistan's constitution; on Europe's need for gas but reluctance to embrace 
the Turkmen government due to human rights violations.] 
 
 
b.  Public Not Really Involved in Turkmen Constitutional Reforms:  Analysts 
 
Original Title:  Political Reform, But Little Transparency 
Source: turkmenistan.ru/05/24/08.  Synopsis by OSI Turkmenistan Project 
Full version: http://www.iwpr.net/?p=btm&s=b&o=344787&apc_state=henb 
 
Synopsis:  While the Turkmen government is planning a major reorganization that would create one 
parliament out of the two legislative bodies it currently has, "no one expects the reforms to transform 
Turkmenistan into a democracy," the Institute for War and Peace Reporting's News Briefing Central Asia 
(NBCentral Asia) commented. The move would reduce the unwieldy 2,500 member Halk Maslahaty to a 
smaller body with streamlined functions.  
 
“Civilized states generally have only one legislative body, in the shape of a parliament," state media quoted 
President Berdymukhamedov as saying at a meeting to discuss the changes.  
 
The new structure would make for a "more straightforward way of governing the country," said NBCentral 
Asia. But it noted that, as with other reforms, the public was not really involved in the process despite official 
claims. Among the alleged "hundreds of suggestions" received was a proposal to extend the president's term 
of office from five to seven years, a change "likely to sail through unopposed," commented NBCentral Asia. 
 
“Specific amendments to the constitution are not being discussed, and no proposals are being made to make 
it more democratic, either in the press and on television, or at workforce and local community meetings,” an 
unnamed Balkan region observer was quoted as saying.  
 
“The distorted hierarchy of power that now exists, with no non-government organizations or independent 
media to serve as counterbalances, is a dead weight pressing on ordinary citizens,” a local journalist who 
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asked to remain anonymous noted. “It stopped them long ago from making even a timid attempt to articulate 
their own views and proposals in public," he said. 
 
 
c.  President Congratulates Graduates of Restored 10th Year of High School 
 
Original Title:  Turkmenistan Secondary Schools Graduate 10th Grade Pupils, First in Many Years 
Source: turkmenistan.ru/05/24/08.  Synopsis by OSI Turkmenistan Project 
Full version: http://www.turkmenistan.ru/?page_id=3&lang_id=en&elem_id=12861&type=event&sort=date_desc 
 
Synopsis:  For the first time in many years, students in Turkmenistan are graduating from high school after 
completing the full 10 years of secondary education, turkmenistan.ru reported, citing local state media. 
President Berdymukhamedov sent a greeting to all the graduates and their teachers.  
 
The Turkmen leader restored the 10th grade to the school curriculum soon after taking office in February 
2007, a move he described as bringing Turkmenistan into conformity with international standards. "Now, after 
graduating from school, the 10th-grade pupils can enter any higher education establishment of the country or 
prestigious higher education institutions abroad. This will ensure the continuity of the education process," the 
president was quoted as saying. 
 
"The future of our country, which has entered on the path of prosperity, is entirely in you hands," the 
president told graduates. "Your duty and high responsibility is to devote all your knowledge and qualifications 
to the people of Turkmenistan, to master computers, modern equipment, and advanced technologies, to 
study the glorious history and literary and cultural heritage of your people, to glorify your Motherland, 
popularize national science, respect elders, take care of younger people, keep moral purity, and be honest 
and hard-working," the Turkmen leader said. 
 
 
 
3.    ECONOMIC NEWS 
 
a.  Turkmen Leader Complains of Poor Performance by French Contractor 
 
Original title:  President of Turkmenistan Receives Bouygues Top Managers 
Source:  Official Turkmen government website/Turkmen State News Agency (TDH)/05/28/08. Excerpt by OSI Turkmenistan Project 
Full version:  http://www.turkmenistan.gov.tm/_en/?idr=1&id=080528a 
 
Excerpt:  President Berdymukhamedov received Bouygues CEO Martin Bouygues, who arrived in Ashgabat 
leading a delegation of the company’s top managers. Cordially greeting the Turkmen leader Martin Bouygues 
said that he was very glad to visit  Turkmenistan again, as the Bouygues Company was bound by many 
years of close and fruitful cooperation with Turkmenistan. Congratulating the president on the remarkable 
achievements Turkmenistan had gained on the path of the fundamental reforms affecting all spheres of the 
life of Turkmen society, Bouygues noted that the reforms initiated in Turkmenistan were of intense interest to 
and recognized by the world community. 
 
[Passage omitted: on Turkmenistan's aspirations for higher level of development and invitation to Bouygues 
to collaborate.] 
 
President Berdymukhamedov said that the country was actively and constructively working to expand 
international cooperation. The main demand that Turkmenistan made to its partners was to ensure high 
quality of work and to meet deadlines for bringing projects online. In this regard Gurbanguly 
Berdymukhamedov presented serious claims to Bouygues' top managers for violating contractual 
commitments. 
 
Martin Bouygues admitted the claims and assured the president that his company was greatly interested in 
cooperating with Turkmenistan and would spare no efforts or resources to complete the projects successfully 
and prove its high reputation as a reliable partner in practice. 
 
[Passage omitted: on President Berdymukhamedov's insistence that the projects be accelerated.] 
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Then the Bouygues specialists presented several models of the project including a fashionable five-point 
hotel, the largest one in the region, to be built in the city center. The French designers and architects 
demonstrated a video clip presenting various designs of the hotel interior. 
 
After reviewing the projects and draft design of the Ashgabat international airport, the Turkmen leader 
focused on the significance of the facilities with due regard for expanded international cooperation. The 
president said that the air gateway of Turkmenistan should be built in compliance with modern requirements, 
advanced technologies and international safety standards. 
 
The Turkmen president and Bouygues CEO then held one-on-one talks regarding further development of 
partnership. 
 
 
Unless otherwise indicated, all translations have been prepared by OSI’s Turkmenistan Project. 
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